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(57) ABSTRACT

A method is provided in one example embodiment and
includes sending, by a first entity associated with an access
network, a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session to a second entity associated
with a core network. The method further includes establish-
ing a first control channel with the second entity in which the
first control channel is associated with the session identifier.
The first control channel is an in-band channel between the
first entity and the second entity. The method further includes
receiving policy information associated with the user session
from the second entity using the first control channel. The
policy information is indicative of one or more policies to be
applied in the access network to user data associated with the
user session.
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1
PROVIDING IN-LINE SERVICES THROUGH
RADIO ACCESS NETWORK RESOURCES
UNDER CONTROL OF A MOBILE PACKET
CORE IN A NETWORK ENVIRONMENT

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates in general to the field of communi-
cations and, more particularly, to providing in-line services
through a radio access network under control of a mobile
packet core in a network environment.

BACKGROUND

Today, a mobile user’s data session is anchored on amobile
gateway such as a (GGSN, PGW) working as part of a mobile
packet core. Anchoring the mobile data session on the mobile
gateway includes anchoring both control and data traffic
flows between the user’s device and the mobile gateway.
Control traffic is exchanged between the user’s device and the
gateway, and then terminated on the gateway. In an uplink
direction, the data traffic is decapsulated from a mobile
encapsulation protocol and presented on a Gi interface as
Internet Protocol (IP) packets. The data traffic is then often
sent either to a service provider private network to deliver
services or service provider private content, or is sent to the
Internet for content delivery. The mobile gateway terminates
tunnel encapsulation specific to the mobile network and pre-
sents P traffic on its Internet facing interface. The mobile
gateway is also responsible to applying various services to the
data stream based on a user profile. Examples of such services
include quality of service (QoS), deep packet inspection,
traffic management, lawful intercept, http header enrichment
as well as billing the data stream sent to and/or from the user.
These services are applied in the mobile packet core, and
mobile operators typically have a complete infrastructure to
provide these services to the mobile user based on their pro-
file. All of the data traffic between the user equipment and its
termination point in both the uplink and downlink directions
passes via the mobile gateway.

In selected scenarios it is desirable to terminate the mobile
data path locally in the radio access network (RAN) or the
transport. This is called the local termination point. A goal of
the local data path termination is the need to serve local
content or to apply localized services which can, in turn, lead
to greater network efficiency and likely better user experi-
ence. However the local termination needs to be very selec-
tive and it should be based on the user profile and other criteria
only known to the core network. The set of criteria whether to
terminate the data plane locally will depend on the user’s
subscription services, their service plan, billing status and
other factors that are only known in the packet core. Therefore
the decision to locally terminate the data path cannot be made
at the potential local termination point because the local ter-
mination point is unable to make unilateral decision linked to
the user’s profile.

Furthermore, for the locally serviced traffic it is essential
that the mobile packet core functions such as billing are still
applied to the locally terminated traffic. Typical 3GPP net-
work mechanism do not allow for this selective data path
handling while still supporting mobile packet core services.
The localized data path handling is required in the environ-
ments where there are suitable resources in the RAN to allow
to localized content and service delivery. It remains a chal-
lenge to implement a solution to the problem in a practical and
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2

efficient manner so that the existing mobile packet core
deployments are not disrupted.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

To provide a more complete understanding of the present
disclosure and features and advantages thereof, reference is
made to the following description, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying figures, wherein like reference numerals
represent like parts, in which:

FIG. 1is asimplified block diagram of an example embodi-
ment of a communication system for localizing a mobile data
path in a radio access network under control of a mobile
packet core in a network environment;

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a particular
embodiment of the first base station of the communication
system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a particular
embodiment of the Gateway GPRS support node/packet gate-
way (GGSN/PGW) of the communication system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a simplified flow diagram illustrating potential
operations of the communication system associated with one
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a simplified flow diagram illustrating potential
operations associated with a core network client entity
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a simplified flow diagram illustrating potential
operations associated with a core network director entity
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a simplified high level format of a communication
packet for a control protocol according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure; and

FIG. 8 is an alternative simplified high level format of a
communication packet for a control protocol according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

Overview

A method is provided in one example embodiment and
includes sending, by a first entity associated with an access
network, a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session to a second entity associated
with a core network. The method further includes establish-
ing a first control channel with the second entity in which the
first control channel is associated with the session identifier.
The first control channel is an in-band channel between the
first entity and the second entity. The method further includes
receiving policy information associated with the user session
from the second entity using the first control channel. The
policy information is indicative of one or more policies to be
applied in the access network to user data associated with the
user session.

In a particular embodiment, the method further includes
implementing the one or more policies indicated by the policy
information for user data associated with the user session. In
another particular embodiment, implementing the one or
more policies includes executing an application within the
access network to process the user data in accordance with the
one or more policies.

In still another particular embodiment, the first control
channel uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and
the second entity. In a particular embodiment, the tunneling
protocol is a GPRS Tunneling Protocol user data (GTP-U)
protocol. In still another embodiment, the policy information
is included within a tunneling protocol packet. In still another
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embodiment, the policy information is included within a data
portion of the tunneling protocol packet. In another particular
embodiment, the tunneling protocol packet is a GPRS Tun-
neling Protocol user data (GTP-U) packet.

In other particular embodiments, the first entity is a client
entity and the second entity is a director entity. In still another
particular embodiment, the user session is associated with a
user equipment. In still another particular embodiment, the
first entity resides within a base station. In still another par-
ticular embodiment, the second entity resides within a packet
gateway.

A method is provided in another example embodiment and
includes receiving, by a first entity associated with a core
network, a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session from a second entity associated
with an access network. The method further includes estab-
lishing a first control channel with the second entity in which
the first control channel associated with the session identifier.
The first control channel is an in-band channel between the
first entity and the second entity. The method still further
includes generating policy information associated with the
user session. The policy information is indicative of one or
more policies to be applied in the access network to user data
associated with the user session. The method further includes
sending the policy information to the second entity using the
first control channel.

In a particular embodiment, the method further includes
storing the policy information as a first state of the second
entity.

In still another particular embodiment, the method further
includes receiving a second request message including the
session identifier from a third entity associated with the
access network, and establishing a second control channel
with the third entity. The second control channel is associated
with the session identifier. The method further includes send-
ing the policy information of the first state to the third entity,
wherein the third entity is configured to implement the one or
more policies for the user session using the policy informa-
tion of the first state. In a particular embodiment, the second
control channel is an out-of-band channel.

In a particular embodiment, implementing the one or more
policies includes executing an application within the access
network to process the user data in accordance with the one or
more policies.

In still another particular embodiment, the first control
channel uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and
the second entity. In a particular embodiment, the tunneling
protocol is a GPRS Tunneling Protocol user data (GTP-U)
protocol. In still another embodiment, the policy information
is included within a tunneling protocol packet. In still another
embodiment, the policy information is included within a data
portion of the tunneling protocol packet. In another particular
embodiment, the tunneling protocol packet is a GPRS Tun-
neling Protocol user data (GTP-U) packet.

In other particular embodiments, the first entity is a client
entity and the second entity is a director entity. In still another
particular embodiment, the user session is associated with a
user equipment. In still another particular embodiment, the
first entity resides within a base station. In still another par-
ticular embodiment, the second entity resides within a packet
gateway.

EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1-3 of the present disclosure include subject matter
expressly described and claimed (in whole or in part) in U.S.
application Ser. No. 14/086,754 entitled “LOCALIZING A

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

4

MOBILE DATA PATH IN A RADIO ACCESS NETWORK
UNDER CONTROL OF A MOBILE PACKET CORE IN A
NETWORK ENVIRONMENT” to Margaret Kaczmarska-
Wojtania, Andrew S. Gibbs, Martin Shubert, and Gibson
Soon Teck Ang, assigned to Cisco, Technology Inc. and filed
onNov. 21, 2013. The subject matter described in application
Ser. No. 14/086,754 is not by itself within the scope of the
claimed subject matter of the present disclosure.

Turning to FIG. 1, FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of
an example embodiment of a communication system 100 for
localizing a mobile data path in a radio access network under
control of a mobile packet core in a network environment. The
particular embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 is shown as
including general packet radio service (GPRS) network ele-
ments. However, it should be understood that in other
embodiments any other suitable network elements may be
used. The communication system of FIG. 1 includes first user
equipment (UE) 102a and second user equipment 1025. First
user equipment 102a may connect wirelessly to a first base
station 104a and second user equipment 10256 may connect
wirelessly to a second base station 1045. In one or more
embodiments, first base station 104a and second base station
1045 are mobile base stations of a radio access network
(RAN). In a particular embodiment, first base station 104a
and second base station 1045 are each an Evolved Node B
(eNodeB) Long Term Evolution (LTE) base station node. In
still other embodiments, first base station 104a and second
base station 1045 are each a Universal Mobile Telecommu-
nications System (UMTS) base station node. First base sta-
tion 104a may be further connected to a first Serving GPRS
support node (SGSN) and/or intermediate router 106a, and
second base station 105 may be further connected to a second
SGSN/intermediate router 10656. An SGSN, such as first
SGSN/intermediate router 106a and second SGSN/interme-
diate router 1065 may be responsible for the delivery of data
packets from and to user equipment within its geographical
service area. Its tasks may include packet routing and transfer,
mobility management, logical link management, and authen-
tication and charging functions.

Each of first SGSN/intermediate router 106a and second
SGSN/intermediate router 1065 may be further connected to
a Gateway GPRS support node (GGSN)/packet gateway
(PGW) 108 within a mobile core network. GGSN/PGW 108
may be further connected to one or more core network ser-
vices 110 within the mobile core network. Core network
services 110 may include authentication, authorization, and
accounting (AAA) services, billing services, policy services,
and other core network services. In the particular embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 1, the core network services may
include AAA services, an online charging system (OCS), a
policy and charging rules function (PCRF), a home location
register (HLR), and a home subscriber server. GGSN/PGW
108 may be further connected to the Internet 112, a mobile
data center 114, and service provider services 116. In a par-
ticular embodiment, GGSN/PGW 108 is responsible for the
internetworking between the GPRS network and external
packet switched networks such as the Internet and X.25 net-
works. In particular embodiments, GGSN/PGW 108 is an
anchor point that enables mobility of user equipment 102a-
1024 in GPRS/UMTS networks and maintains routing infor-
mation necessary to tunnel protocol data units (PDUs) to the
SGSN that services the particular user equipment 102a-1025,
e.g. one or more mobile stations. GGSN/PGW 108 may
encapsulate GPRS packets received from first SGSN/inter-
mediate router 106 into an appropriate packet data protocol
(PDP) format (e.g., IP or X.25) and send packets out on the
corresponding packet data network. GGSN/PGW 108 may
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further store a current SGSN address associated with a user
and his or her profile in a location register of GGSN/PGW
108. GGSN/PGW 108 may further be responsible for IP
address assignment and is the default router for connected
user equipment (UE) 102a-10256. GGSN/PGW 108 may fur-
ther perform authentication, billing/charging functions and
other functions via core network services 110. Communica-
tion system 100 may further include an IP backhaul from the
RAN to GGSN/PGW 108.

First base station 1044 includes a first core network client
component 118a, and second base station 1045 includes a
second core network client component 1185. GGSN/PGW
108 includes a core network director component 120. In
accordance with various embodiments, each of first core net-
work client component 1184, second core network client
component 1185, and core network director component 120
may include one or more software components, one or more
hardware components, or a combination of software and
hardware components. First core network client component
1184 is in communication with core network director com-
ponent 120 using a first control channel 122a established
between first core network client component 118a and core
network director component 120. Similarly, second core net-
work client component 1185 is in communication with core
network director component 120 using a second control chan-
nel 1225 established between second core network client
component 1185 and core network director component 120.

In one or more embodiments, first control channel 122a
and second control channel 1225 are each an in-band channel
established between the respective core network clients 118a-
1185 and core network director component 120. In one or
more embodiments, core network clients 11842-1185 and core
network director component 120 communicate with one
another using a GPRS Tunneling Protocol (GTP). GTP is a
group of IP-based communications protocols used to carry
general packet radio service (GPRS) within GSM, UMTS,
LTE and other networks. GTP may be decomposed into sepa-
rate protocols, GTP-C, GTP-U and GTP'. GTP-C is used
within the GPRS core network for signaling between gateway
GPRS support nodes (GGSN) and serving GPRS support
nodes (SGSN). This allows the SGSN to activate a session on
a user’s behalf (PDP context activation), to deactivate the
same session, to adjust quality of service parameters, or to
update a session for a subscriber who has just arrived from
another SGSN. GTP-U is used for carrying user data within
the GPRS core network and between the radio access network
and the core network. The user data transported can be pack-
ets in any of IPv4, IPv6, or PPP formats. GTP' (GTP prime)
uses the same message structure as GTP-C and GTP-U, but
has an independent function. It can be used for carrying
charging data from the charging data function (CDF) of the
GSM or UMTS network to the charging gateway function
(CGP).

Different GTP variants may be implemented by RNCs,
SGSNs, GGSNs and CGFs within 3GPP networks. GPRS
mobile stations may be connected to a SGSN without being
aware of GTP. GTP may be used with user datagram protocol
(UDP) or transmission control protocol (TCP) formatted
packets.

In a particular embodiment, first control channel 122a and
second control channel 1225 are GTP-U tunnels established
between core network client components 1184-1185 and core
network director component 120. In one or more embodi-
ments, control information is exchanged between core net-
work client components 1184-1185 and core network direc-
tor component 120 using GTP user data (GTP-U) formatted
packets. In still other embodiments, first control channel 1224
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and second control channel 1224 are out-of-band channels. In
accordance with various embodiments, core network director
120 is configured to send policy information regarding a
subscriber to first core network client component 118a and
second core network client component 1185 over the first
control channel 122a and the second control channel, respec-
tively. First core network client component 118« and second
core network client component 11856 may then implement the
one or more policies conveyed by the policy information
within the RAN upon data associated with a subscriber as will
be further described herein.

Each of the elements of FIG. 1 may couple to one another
through simple interfaces (as illustrated), or through any
other suitable connection (wired or wireless), which can pro-
vide a viable pathway for network communications. Addi-
tionally, any one or more of these elements may be combined
or removed from the architecture based on particular configu-
ration needs. Communication system 100 may facilitate
transmission control protocol/Internet protocol (TCP/IP)
communications for the transmission or reception of packets
in a network, and may operate in conjunction with a user
datagram protocol/IP (UDP/IP), or any other suitable proto-
col where appropriate and based on particular needs.

Communication system 100 may be tied to the 3rd Gen-
eration Partnership Project (3GPP) Evolved Packet System
architecture, but alternatively this depicted architecture may
be equally applicable to other environments such as a4G LTE
network. In general terms, 3GPP defines the Evolved Packet
System (EPS) as specified in TS 23.401, TS.23.402, TS
23.203, etc. The EPS consists of IP access networks and an
Evolved Packet Core (EPC). Access networks may be 3GPP
access networks, such a GERAN, UTRAN, and E-UTRAN,
or they may be non-3GPP IP access networks such as digital
subscriber line (DSL), Cable, WIMAX, code division mul-
tiple access (CDMA) 2000, WiF1i, or the Internet. Non-3GPP
IP access networks can be divided into trusted and untrusted
segments. Trusted IP access networks support mobility,
policy, and AAA interfaces to the EPC, whereas untrusted
networks do not. Instead, access from untrusted networks can
be performed via the evolved PDG (ePDG), which provides
for IPsec security associations to the user equipment over the
untrusted IP access network. The ePDG (in turn) supports
mobility, policy, and AAA interfaces to the EPC, similar to
the trusted IP access networks.

Note that first user equipment 102a and second user equip-
ment 1025 can be associated with clients, customers, or end
users wishing to initiate a communication in system 100 via
some network. In one particular example, first user equipment
102a and second user equipment 1025 reflects devices con-
figured to generate wireless network traffic. The term ‘end-
point” and ‘end-station’ are included within the broad term
user equipment, as used herein. First user equipment 102a
and second user equipment 1025 can include devices used to
initiate a communication, such as a computer, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a laptop or electronic notebook, a
cellular telephone, an iPhone, a Blackberry, an Android, a
smartphone, a tablet, an iPad, an IP phone, or any other
device, component, element, equipment, or object capable of
initiating voice, audio, video, media, or data exchanges
within communication system 100. First user equipment
102a and second user equipment 10256 may also include a
suitable interface to the human user, such as a microphone, a
display, or a keyboard or other terminal equipment. First user
equipment 102a and second user equipment 1025 may also be
any device that seeks to initiate a communication on behalf of
another entity or element, such as a program, a database, or
any other component, device, element, or object capable of
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initiating an exchange within communication system 100.
Data, as used herein in this document, refers to any type of
numeric, voice, video, media, or script data, or any type of
source or object code, or any other suitable information in any
appropriate format that may be communicated from one point
to another.

For purposes of illustrating certain example techniques of
communication system 100, it is important to understand the
communications that may be traversing the network. The
following foundational information may be viewed as a basis
from which the present disclosure may be properly explained.
IP networks may provide users with connectivity to net-
worked resources such as corporate servers, extranet partners,
multimedia content, the Internet, and any other application
envisioned within IP networks. While these networks gener-
ally function to carry data plane (user-generated) packets,
they may also implicate control plane and management plane
packets.

The term packet is used to refer to data plane packets,
control plane packets, and management plane packets. In
general, the data plane (also known as the forwarding plane,
or the user plane) provides the ability to forward data packets;
the control plane provides the ability to route data correctly;
and the management plane provides the ability to manage
network elements. For normal IP packet processing, an IP
router typically has a data plane, a control plane, and a man-
agement plane. The IP packets themselves support all of the
planes for any IP-based protocol, and the IP router has no
inherent knowledge about whether each IP packet is a data,
control, or management plane packet.

The vast majority of packets handled by a router travel
through the router via the data plane. Data plane packets
typically consist of end-station, user-generated packets,
which are forwarded by network devices to other end-station
devices. Data plane packets may have a transit destination IP
address, and they can be handled by normal, destination IP
address-based forwarding processes. Service plane packets
can be a special type of data plane packets. Service plane
packets are also user-generated packets, which may be for-
warded by network elements to other end-station devices;
however, they may require high-touch handling by a network
element (above and beyond normal, destination IP address-
based forwarding) to properly forward the packet.

Control plane packets commonly include packets that are
generated by a network element (e.g., a router or a switch), as
well as packets received by the network that may be used for
the creation and operation of the network itself. Control plane
packets may have a receive destination IP address. Protocols
that “glue” a network together, such as address resolution
protocol (ARP), border gateway protocol (BGP), and open
shortest path first (OSPF), often use control plane packets. In
a mobile network, the control plane may be responsible for
session management, call setup support requirements, inter-
facing with external servers (e.g., querying for per-user policy
and control information), managing high availability for a
gateway, and configuring and managing the data plane.
Packet overloads on an IP router’s control plane can inhibit
the routing processes and, as a result, degrade network service
levels and user productivity, as well as deny specific users or
groups of users’ service entirely.

Management plane packets also typically include packets
that are generated or received by a network element. This may
also include packets generated or received by a management
station that are used to manage a network. Management plane
packets may also have a receive destination IP address.
Examples of protocols that manage a device and/or a network,
which may use management plane packets, include Telnet,
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8
Secure Shell (SSH), Trivial File Transfer Protocol (TFTP),
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP), file transfer
protocol (FTP), and Network Time Protocol (NTP).

In existing systems, data packets arrive at the mobile gate-
way to get served and billed according to 3GPP specification.
Some 3GPP solutions such as Selected IP Traffic Offload
(SIPTO) allows for local traffic offload, but mobile packet
core services such as billing are not available for the locally
offloaded traffic. Other solution such as Local IP Access
(LIPA) require distributing the gateway function which will
disrupt the existing gateway and mobile packet core infra-
structure and is thus not practical for operators.

In a 3GPP system, subscriber information is kept by the
packet gateway and addressed by way of a mobile node’s IP
address at the (S)Gi side and GTP tunnel identifier at the
3GPP network side. For instance, in LTE, the P-GW hosts
both a mobility anchor point and a service plane for mobile
nodes. Similarly, in UMTS, the GGSN provides similar func-
tionality. This subscriber information keeps and maintains
charging and policy information, provides a point at which
regulatory functions can execute (e.g. lawful intercept) and
may provide additional subscriber-specific functions such as
Policy Control and Charging (PCC), firewalls, video and
HTTP proxies and network address and port translation
(NAPT) functions.

Further, 3GPP manages itself by way of bearers or PDP-
Contexts. A bearer is an end-to-end connection between a
mobile node, (logical) radio channels, and per-bearer GTP
tunnels between the RAN and the packet gateway. Moreover,
in 3GPP, potentially a mobile node can maintain multiple
bearers each pointing to different packet gateways.

When a packet arrives in the packet gateway from the
Internet or another autonomous system destined to the mobile
node, the packet gateway first selects the appropriate sub-
scriber state. Based on this state, the packets are routed
through the services associated with the mobile node before
being routed over GTP tunnels to downstream 3GPP nodes by
way of'its GTP bearer. The appropriate GTP tunnel identifiers
and GTP next hops are recorded in the subscriber’s GTP
bearer state. As seen from the packet gateways, downstream
3GPP nodes can be the LTE S-GW, UMTS SGSN or even the
3GPP RAN nodes (RNC in regular UMTS or NodeB base
station for [-HSPA) in a case in which direct-tunnel is used.
These intermediate nodes map incoming bearers on outgoing
bearers by replacing both the GTP next hop and potentially
the GTP tunnel identifier.

Packets originating from the mobile node are routed from
the 3GPP RAN potentially through intermediate nodes to the
packet gateway. Again, a GTP tunnel identifier and the GTP
next hop routing are first used to route packets over the GTP
bearer to intermediate 3GPP nodes before these parameters
are used to select the appropriate subscriber state in the packet
gateway. Note that depending on the configuration of the
network, the roaming state of the mobile node and the state of
the mobile node itself, there can be a direct tunnel between the
packet gateway and RAN, or there can be two cascaded
tunnels between the two elements.

Today user services are typically implemented in the
packet core (LTE and UMTS) which is centralized and all
user traffic is tunneled to that central location for services to
be applied. Various embodiments provide an architecture that
enables the deployment of services in-line with data flow
inside a RAN such as, for example, at a base station,
Enhanced NodeB, UMTS Radio Network Controller (RNC),
or other suitable network element. In accordance with various
embodiments, the architecture described herein allows
selected services to be implemented in the base station or
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other RAN network element to improve user experience,
make better use of locally relevant information and improve
network efficiency. Examples of improved user experience
that may be provided include locally hosted gaming applica-
tions with reduced latency and significantly improved
response times, caching or optimization applications which
reduce backhaul loading and help postpone capital invest-
ments.

Various embodiments provide for locally terminating a
data path under the control of the mobile packet core by the
use of a logical control channel between the control plane
point of attachment at an entity in the mobile gateway and the
point in the RAN in which the control and data traffic enter the
mobile network. In accordance with one or more embodi-
ments, the control channel has two endpoints: a first endpoint
in the core network collocated with a session’s point of
attachment and the second one in the RAN also collocated
with the RAN point of entry into the mobile network. The
control channel carries policy information associated with
one or more subscriber policies sent in the downlink direction
from the core network. In particular embodiments, the core
network is the originator of these policies which convey
instructions regarding services and local data path handling.
The RAN endpoint receives the policy information and
enforces the policies accordingly to their content. In the
uplink direction, the RAN endpoint sends reports to the core
network to convey relevant information about the user session
and bearers such as consumed volume. In various embodi-
ments, the control channel, policies and reports are key to
enabling localized data path handling in a selective fashion
while still providing mobile packet core services such as
billing and other services.

In a particular embodiment, a PDP/PDN Session is estab-
lished and always anchored in the mobile packet core on
GGSN/PGW 108, control traffic (Gx, Gy, Ga, LI) continues
to be anchored on GGSN/PGW 108 as per 3GPP specifica-
tions, and the data plane can either remain centralized in the
mobile packet core network for traffic requiring full service
control or distributed to first core network client component
118a and/or second core network client component 1185 in
the RAN as per policies received from core network director
component 120 for specific use cases. The control plane may
be controlled from the mobile packet core network by core
network director component 120 based on user services, traf-
fictype, and other data. Core network director component 120
may further interacts with GGSN/PGW 108 to obtain user
information.

In various embodiments a logical control channel, such as
first control channel 122a¢ and/or second control channel
1125, is established either in-band or out-of-band between the
core network client in the RAN and the core network director
in the mobile packet core. In a particular embodiment, both
endpoints of the channel may be uniquely identified in the
mobile core network topology. In particular embodiments,
this unique identification may rely on an IP addresses or other
identifier used in the mobile network. In various embodi-
ments, the identification is applied to the endpoints them-
selves and is decoupled from the information carried within
the channel and how it identifies an individual session. In one
or more embodiments, the control channel is bidirectional
such that the policy information may be sent from the core
network director in the mobile packet core network to one or
more core network clients in the RAN in the downlink direc-
tion. A core network client in the RAN may further send
information related to the user session to the core network
director in the mobile core network in the uplink direction.
The information carried by the control channel may uniquely
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identify which end user session it is applicable to and the
control channel may use an appropriate protocol to convey the
bidirectional exchange of information effectively.

In one or more embodiments, a core network director in the
mobile packet core network sends data path policy informa-
tion associated with policies originating in the mobile packet
core to a core network client in the RAN endpoint via the
control channel. The data path policy information may iden-
tify a specific user session for which they are applicable. In
one or more embodiments, the mobile core network endpoint
is responsible for creating one or more data path policies
based on a variety of inputs such as based on a particular user,
aservice profile, session information, dynamic bearers, appli-
cations used at any given point, dynamic network state and
other factors. These data path policies may be constructed
based on one or more of the conditions mentioned above
which are provided only as examples and are not intended to
be limiting. In other embodiments, other factors may be used
to construct one or more data path policies.

The data path policies may include actions to be enforced
by the RAN endpoint in which there is a common understand-
ing and interpretation of these actions by the core network
endpoint and RAN endpoint of the control channel. Examples
of action that may be enforced by the RAN include local data
path handling or reverting to standard 3GPP data path hand-
ing in the mobile packet core, local content delivery, local
traffic optimization or local service application. Other types
of'actions may also be defined to handle local data path in the
RAN. The data path policies are sent from the core network to
the RAN endpoint and are intended to influence how the data
path is handled for a particular condition. The data path poli-
cies may convey policies about localized data path handling
or an enforcement action in which the localized data path
handling is now handed over the core data path handling. It
should be understood that the data path policies can be sent at
any point during a user session and are not necessarily
required to be set during the beginning of the user session.

In accordance with various embodiments, a core network
client in the RAN endpoint will interpret and enforce the data
path polices it receives from the core network director in the
mobile packet core network. The enforcement action may
occur at the beginning of a session or while the session is in
progress. In particular embodiments, data path policy
enforcement may include localizing the data path and apply-
ing a selected set of services. In other embodiments, data path
policy enforcement may include moving the handling of the
data path to the mobile packet core network.

Hence, the architecture of FIG. 1 can effectively provide a
mechanism in which a mobile packet core network entity,
such as core network director component 120 of GGSN/PGW
108, can direct an entity in the RAN, such first core network
client 118a, to handle a data path associated with a subscriber
locally in the RAN/transport under a selected set of condi-
tions defined by one or more policies via establishment of a
control channel between the mobile packet core network
entity and the RAN entity.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram 200 illustrating a
particular embodiment of first base station 104a of commu-
nication system 100 of FIG. 1. First base station 104a
includes one or more processor(s) 202a, a memory element
204a, an in-band signaling component 2064, and core net-
work client 118a. Processor(s) 202a are configured to execute
software instructions to perform various operations of base
station 104q as described herein. Memory element 204a may
be configured to store software instructions and data associ-
ated with base station 104a. In-band signaling component
206a is configured to establish an in-band control channel,
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such as first control channel 1224, with core network director
component 120 of GGSN/PGW 108. In a particular embodi-
ment, the in-band control channel is a GTP-U channel. Core
network client component 118« is configured to implement
the various core network client operations as described
herein. In one or more embodiments, second base station
1045 may be implemented in a similar manner as first base
station 104a.

Although the particular embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2
shows base station 104« as including a single node, it should
be understood that in other embodiments base station 104a
may include any number of nodes. In still other embodiments,
a cluster may be formed of any number of processing nodes
distributed throughout a number of servers or other network
elements within a communication network.

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram 300 illustrating a
particular embodiment of GGSN/PGW 108 of communica-
tion system 100 of FIG. 1. GGSN/PGW 108 includes one or
more processor(s) 302, a memory element 304, in-band sig-
naling component 306, and core network director component
120. Processor(s) 302 are configured to execute software
instructions to perform various operations of GGSN/PGW
108 as described herein. Memory element 304 may be con-
figured to store software instructions and data associated with
GGSN/PGW 108. In-band signaling component 306 is con-
figured to establish an in-band control channel, such as first
control channel 1224, with core network client 118a of base
station 104¢. In a particular embodiment, the in-band control
channel is a GTP-U channel. Core network director compo-
nent 118« is configured to implement the various core net-
work director operations as described herein.

Although the particular embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3
shows GGSN/PGW 108 as including a single node, it should
be understood that in other embodiments GGSN/PGW 108
may include any number of nodes. In still other embodiments,
a cluster may be formed of any number of processing nodes
distributed throughout a number of servers or other network
elements within a communication network.

Dynamic Establishment and Maintenance of Control Chan-
nel

Referring again to FIG. 1, an embodiment of a procedure
for dynamically establishing and maintaining a control chan-
nel connection between core network client component 118a
and core network director 120 is described. Various embodi-
ments of communication system 100 enable the hosting of
services in a radio access network, such as a 3GPP Radio
Access Network (RAN). In one or more embodiments, the
services are hosted in one or more of first base station 104a
and second base station 1045 such that these services may, for
example, be locally relevant, reduce end-to-end delay, and
reduce backhaul resources or other resources, while not com-
promising existing and centralized charging, lawful intercept
and other traditional functions hosted in existing mobile
packet core networks. In order to achieve this in various
embodiments, core network client 118a is hosted in the RAN
and core network director 120 is hosted on the packet gate-
way. In a particular embodiment, core network client 118a
may behave as a “bump-in-the-wire” on GTP-U traffic, mean-
ing that all GTP-U traffic originating from and destined to a
mobile node, such as first user equipment 1024, is first routed
through core network client 118a. In some embodiments,
core network client 118a may service data completely locally
at the cell site. Accordingly, a procedure is needed to dynami-
cally establish a connection between a core network client,
such as one or more of core network clients 1182-1185, and
the appropriate core network director 120, specifically the

20

25

30

40

45

55

12

core network director that is co-located with the GTP bearer’s
termination point for a particular mobile node.

For a particular core network client it may be important to
maintain an end-to-end session to the core network director
managing the subscriber state for a particular mobile node for
enabling the core network client and the core network director
to exchange information pertinent to the service being deliv-
ered from one or more applications running in the base station
or other RAN network element. For instance, if a storing
mobile to mobile (M2M) service is to be applied to a user
session, the core network client may signal the core network
director via the in-band control protocol of the availability of
stashed data, and the core network client may make local IP
services available. Alternatively, a core network director may
signal a particular core network client of the availability of
cacheable video fragments or that new services need to be
started for a particular GTP bearer.

Given that a 3GPP RAN or other radio access network may
have more than one packet gateway, and that a 3GPP RAN
may or may not communicate directly with a packet gateway,
aprotocol is needed that establishes an end-to-end connection
between the core network client and the core network director
on a per GTP bearer basis. Various embodiments use an
in-band GTP-U signaling protocol to establish a logical con-
nection between the core network client and its particular core
network director.

The GTP-U messages are either user plane messages or
signaling messages. User plane messages are used to carry
user data packets between GTP-U entities. Signaling mes-
sages are predefined, standardized messages sent between
network nodes for path management and tunnel management.
In addition, the GTP-U protocol defines an Extension Header
mechanism which allows additional signaling information to
be carried in the header of an existing GTP-U user plane
message. Since these signaling mechanisms provide the
transport of a small amount of operator-specific information
as well as predefined, standardized information, they may be
used to indicate that the packet belongs to a logical connec-
tion between the core network client and its core network
director rather than carrying user data. GTP-U is an IP based
tunneling protocol which permits many tunnels between each
set of end points. Each subscriber will have one or more
tunnels, one for each bearer that they have active, as well as
possibly having additional tunnels for specific connections
with different quality of service requirements. The separate
tunnels may be identified by a Tunnel Endpoint Identifier
(TEID) in the GTP-U messages, which may be a dynamically
allocated random number. In the GTPv1-U protocol an IP
packet for a particular user equipment is encapsulated in an
GTPv1-U packet and tunneled between the GGSN/PGW and
the base station (e.g., eNodeB) for transmission to the user
equipment.

In particular embodiments, the core network client oper-
ates as an additional function in the path of the GTP-U tunnel
or “bump-in-the-wire” inside a RAN base station such that all
GTP-U traffic originating from and destined to a mobile node
is first routed through the core network client. The core net-
work may learn which bearers are managed by the RAN by
learning of all the GTP tunnel identifiers and next hops of all
active sessions.

Referring now to FIG. 4, FIG. 4 is a simplified flow dia-
gram 400 illustrating potential operations of communication
system 100 associated with one embodiment of the present
disclosure. In particular, simplified flow diagram 400 illus-
trates operations for establishment and maintenance of a con-
trol channel showing flows and operations associated with
first user equipment 102aq, first core network client 1184 of
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first base station 104a, second core network client 1185 of
second base station 1045, and core network director 120 of
GGSN/PGW 108. In one or more embodiments, core network
client 1184 maintains a list or table of all active GTP tunnel
identifiers and next hops. If core network client 118a receives
a GTP-U packet with an unknown GTP tunnel identifier and
next hop, core network client 118a starts a protocol to estab-
lish an end-to-end session between core network client 1184
and core network director 120 operating within GGSN/
packet gateway 108.

In 402, first core network client 118a within first base
station 104a receives a first mobile packet from user equip-
ment 102a. In a particular embodiment, the first mobile
packet is a GTP-U packet. In one or more embodiments, the
first mobile packet is associated with a user session of a
subscriber or user of first user equipment 102a. In 404, first
core network client 118a determines that a GTP tunnel iden-
tifier and next hop is not within its list of active GTP tunnel
identifiers and next hops, and generates and sends a first
request message including a session identifier associated with
the user session and sends the first request message including
the session identifier to core network director 120 of GGSN/
PGW 108. In a particular embodiment, the first request mes-
sage is sent to core network director 120 through a GTP-U
tunnel between first core network client 118a and core net-
work director 120. In particular embodiments, core network
client 118a establishes a connection through the GTP-U tun-
nel of the unknown or new bearer and transmits an initial core
network control message or probe message. In particular
embodiments, the connection is established using a TCP or
UDP-based protocol with a specific protocol number. The IP
packets comprising this connection may be transported in the
same manner as user data packets, exploiting the sparse occu-
pancy of the IP address space in the GTP-U tunnel as a means
of distinguishing the two kinds of information without using
the signaling or extension header mechanisms of GTP-U
described above. This initial message may carry additional
RAN parameters such as a cell identifier or an IP address or
other base station identifier associated with the base station.
Although not illustrated in FIG. 4, it should be understood
that in one or more embodiments first base station 104a may
communicate with GGSN/PGW 108 via first SGSN/interme-
diate router 1064, and second base station 1045 may commu-
nication with GGSN/PGW 108 via second SGSN/intermedi-
ate router 1065.

In 406, core network director 120 generates a firstresponse
message and sends the first response message to first core
network client 118a. In one or more embodiments, the first
response message includes subscriber information and con-
nection information associated with the user session. In 408,
a first control channel is established between first core net-
work client 118a and core network director 120 for the user
session. In one embodiment, the first control channel is an
in-band channel established between first core network client
118a and core network director 120. In a particular embodi-
ment, the first control channel uses a GTP-U tunneling pro-
tocol. In still another embodiment, the first control channel
may be an out-of-band channel established between first core
network client 118a¢ and core network director 120. At
GGSN/PGW 108, the core network control messages are
separated from the user data packets and passed to core net-
work director 120. At core network director 120, the initial
core network control message is used to create internal state
reflective of the core network client/core network director
connection for the GTP-U bearer. In particular embodiments,
if this initial message is sent after a handover operation of the
user equipment from base station to another base station, the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

core network director may already have established state for
the particular GTP-U bearer, and it can record the reception of
the initial message as a handover to new core network client
11854. In such instances, core network director 120 may then
send the established state to the new base station.

In 410, in response to the initial core network control
message from core network client 1184, core network direc-
tor 120 generates policy information for the user session and
stores the policy information as a first state of first core
network client 1184 for the user session. The policy informa-
tion is indicative of one or more policies to be applied in the
access network to user data associated with the user session.
The policies may include one or more applications, services,
or processing actions to be applied to user data associated
with the user session. In one or more embodiments, core
network director 120 stores the policy information for the
user session in one or more base station tables which store the
policy information for the user session in association with the
particular base station. In 412, core network director 120
sends the first control message with the policy information of
the first state to first core network client 118a using the first
control channel. The first control message may include a core
network response message including parameters indicative of
services and/or policies that need to be started “on” the bearer,
as well as Internet (packet) gateway parameters and capabili-
ties. In one or more embodiments, the first control message
response is again embedded into the GTP-U bearer using
GTP-U tunnel identifiers and next hops. In 414, in response to
receipt of the core network director’s response message, core
network client 1184 records the establishment of the end-to-
end client/director session and reacts to the controlling infor-
mation embedded in the first control message by implement-
ing one or more policies identified and/or indicated by the
policy information to the user session such that user data
associated with the user session is processed according to the
one or more policies. For example, implementing one or more
policies may include executing an application within the
RAN to process the user data in accordance with the one or
more policies.

In particular embodiments, core network client 118a may
use any source IP address for packets sent to core network
director 120 that is different from the mobile device’s IP
address or small subnet assigned to the mobile node. GGSN/
PGW 108 separates such packets from the user data packets
on the basis of source IP address. Similarly, packets sent by
core network director 120 with a destination address of the
core network client may be injected directly into the GTP-U
control channel. In particular embodiments, the IP address
associated with the core network client may be same for every
core network client for every bearer since the bearer is iden-
tified by the GTP-U tunnel identity. Alternatively, each core
network client, or even each bearer for each core network
client may use a distinct address that is outside of the address
pool of the access point name (APN) of GGSN/PGW 108. In
addition, each core network client and/or bearer may use an
address that is outside of all the address pools of the APN in
all of the GGSNs/PGWs, but not in the range of addresses
reached through the Access Point (e.g. a non-routable
address). In some embodiments, core network director 120
may also be assigned a similar address, allowing simple rout-
ing to be used in GGSN/PGW 108. It should be noted that that
although particular embodiments described herein use a core
network director 120 embedded in the GGSN/PGW 108, in
still other embodiments a core network director external to
GGSN/PGW 108 may be connected to the GGSN/PGW 108
via a dedicated interface.
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For some services it may be important that service state is
recovered when a mobile node relocates (i.e., hands over) to
another base station. In these cases, an out-of-band end-to-
end session may be established between the core network
client and the core network director on a per application/
subscriber basis. Thus, when core network client 118a estab-
lishes the in-band GTP-U control channel as described above,
core network director 120 may transmit a set of parameters to
the core network client 118a that enables core network client
1184 to establish an out-of-band control channel to core net-
work director 120 for a specific subscriber and application. In
case the mobile node reconnects to another base station, such
as second base station 1045, core network director 120 may
collectinformation from core network client 118a in first base
station 104a and prime core network client 1185 in second
base station 1045 with the recovered data.

Still referring to FIG. 4, in 416 first user equipment 102a
experiences a handover procedure from being served by first
base station 104a to being served by second base station
1045. In 418, second core network client 1185 of second base
station 1045 sends a second request message to core network
director 120 including the session identifier associated with
the user session. In 420, core network director 120 sends a
second response message to second core network client 1185.
In 422, a second control channel is established between sec-
ond core network client 1185 and core network director 120.
In a particular embodiment, the second control channel is an
out-of-band control channel. In 424, core network director
120 retrieves the first state of the first core network client 118a
including the policy information associated with the first
state. In 426, core network director sends a second control
message with the policy information of the first state to sec-
ond core network client 1185. In 428, second core network
client 1185 implements the policy for the user session using
the policy information associated with the first state of first
core network client 1185. Subsequent user data associated
with the user session will be processed by second core net-
work client 1185 using the one or more policies. Accordingly,
first user equipment 102a can handoff from first base station
104a to second base station 1045 while maintaining the poli-
cies associated with the user session.

In particular embodiments, state and services may be gar-
bage collected explicitly or automatically to avoid uncon-
trolled state in core network clients 118a2-1185. In 3GPP, a
mobile node may become dormant or relocate to other base
stations, and if core network client 118a is not informed of the
departure of a mobile node e.g., by way of signaling received
from the base station, state and services may need to be
garbage collected in a timely fashion. In various embodi-
ments, core network clients 1184-1185 and core network
director 120 may periodically exchange a keep-alive mes-
sage, If a particular core network clients 118a-1185 and core
network director 120 have not received keep-alive messages
for a predetermined amount of time, the state and the services
associated with the GTP-U bearer are cleared.

In one or more embodiments, core network director 120
may request an orderly cleanup of the allocated resources per
application/subscriber in the abandoned base station. In situ-
ations in which there is a failure or if the new base station does
not include a core network client, the timeout mechanism
described above may be used to clean up state. In addition, the
core network director may unilaterally instruct the base sta-
tion or other network element in the RAN to start and/or stop
services in the RAN and/or base station using the core net-
work client/core network director control protocol mecha-
nisms described herein to signal the core network client of its
request. In addition, in some embodiments application-spe-
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cific services operating with the core network director may
directly communicate with client-side application specific
services through the same core network client/core network
director protocol and exchange application-specific param-
eters. In a particular embodiment, core network clients 118a-
1184 and core network director 120 may be configured to
operate even when they are only provided a partial packet
stream for situations in which recovery of state is not always
possible especially when a base station does not support the
core network client/core network director protocol described
herein.

In an alternative embodiment, an alternative manner of
identifying which GGSN/PGW is associated with a particular
bearer may be used in which the mobile device’s IP address
lies within an address pool associated with that particular
GGSN/PGW for a given APN. Assuming that a single APN is
used for the client/director protocol, the core network client
may use a reverse domain name server (DNS) lookup to a
suitably configured a server to obtain a GGSN/PGW name
from the mobile device’s IP address. This GGSN/P-GW
name may then be used in a normal DNS lookup to provide an
IP address of the GGSN/PGW for out-of-band communica-
tion with the core network director in the GGSN/PGW.

Invarious embodiments, the mechanism described for pro-
viding in-band control communication between the core net-
work client and core network director may also be used by the
core network client to send a copy of user data that is being
exchanged between an application associated with the core
network client and the mobile user to the core network direc-
tor. This data could then be processed in the GGSN/PGW for,
for example, charging or lawful interception purposes. To
avoid possible address clashes and possibly simplify routing
atthe GGSN/PGW it may be necessary in some embodiments
to encapsulate the user data packets in a simple IP-in-IP
tunnel protocol, e.g. Generic Routing Encapsulation (GRE),
and put the resulting IP packets in the GTP-U tunnel using the
core network client and core network director IP addresses in
an outer IP header. The core network control flow may also be
sent out of the PGW via a dedicated interface in some
embodiments.

Referring now to FIG. 5, FIG. 5 is a simplified flow dia-
gram 500 illustrating potential operations associated with a
core network client entity according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure. The core network client entity resides
within or is associated with an access network such as a radio
access network. In a particular embodiment, the core network
client entity includes first core network client component
118a. In 502, the core network client entity receives a first
packet associated with a user session. In a particular embodi-
ment, the first packet is a mobile packet received from first
user equipment 102a. In 504, the core network client entity
determines a session identifier associated with the user ses-
sion. In a particular embodiment, the session identifier
includes one or more of a GTP tunnel identifier and next hop
associated with the user session. In 506, the core network
client entity determines whether the session identifier is
known to the core network client entity. In one or more
embodiments, the core network client entity determines
whether the core session identifier is found in a table or list
maintained by the core network client entity indicative of the
core network client entity previously receiving the session
identifier. If the core network client entity determines that the
session identifier is not known to the core network client
entity, the flow continues to 508. In 508, the core network
client entity generates a first request message including the
session identifier. In a particular embodiment, the session
identifier may be a “nonce” or “number used once” as an
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arbitrary number used as an identifier of the session. In 510
the core network client entity sends the first request message
to a core network director entity residing within or associated
with a core network. In a particular embodiment, the core
network director entity includes core network director com-
ponent 120. Upon receiving the first request message, the core
network director entity will generate and send a first response
message to the core network client entity. In 512, the core
network client entity receives the first response message from
the core network director entity. In 514, the core network
client entity establishes a first control channel with the core
network director entity. In at least one embodiment, the first
control channel is associated with the session identifier. The
first control channel is associated with the user session. In at
least one embodiment, the first control channel is an in-band
channel established between the core network client entity
and the core network director entity. In a particular embodi-
ment, the first control channel is a channel implemented with
a tunneling protocol such as a GTP-U tunneling protocol.

The core network director entity will generate policy infor-
mation for the user session and send a control message includ-
ing the policy information to the core network client entity
using the first control channel. In 516, the core network client
entity receives a first control message including the policy
information using the first control channel. In 518, the core
network client entity implements one or more policies indi-
cated by the policy information for user data associated with
the user session. If in 506 the core network client entity
determines that the session identifier is known to the core
network client entity, the operations continue to 518 as
described above. In a particular embodiment, the session
identifier being known to the core network client entity is
indicative of the session identifier being previously received
by the core network client entity. The operations then end.

Referring now to FIG. 6, FIG. 6 is a simplified flow dia-
gram 600 illustrating potential operations associated with a
core network director entity according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure. In a particular embodiment, the core
network director entity includes core network director com-
ponent 120. In 602, the core network director entity receives
a first request message from a core network client entity. In a
particular embodiment, the core network client entity
includes first core network client component 118a. The first
request message includes a session identifier associated with
auser session. In a particular embodiment, the user session is
associated with user equipment. In a particular embodiment,
the session identifier includes a GTP tunnel identifier and next
hop associated with the user session. In 604, the core network
director entity generates a first response message. In one or
more embodiments, the first response message includes sub-
scriber information and connection information associated
with the user session. In 606, the core network director entity
sends the first response message to the core network client
entity. In 608, the core network director entity establishes a
first control channel with the core network client entity. In one
embodiment, the first control channel is an in-band channel
established between the core network client entity and the
core network director entity. In a particular embodiment, the
first control channel uses a GTP-U tunneling protocol. In still
another embodiment, the first control channel may be an
out-of-band channel established between the first core net-
work client entity and the core network director entity.

In 610, the core network director entity generates policy
information for the user session. In 612, the core network
director entity stores the policy information as a first state of
the core network client entity for the user session. The policy
information indicates one or more policies to be applied to
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user data associated with the user session by the core network
client entity. The policies may include one or more applica-
tions, services, or processing actions to be applied to user data
associated with the user session. In 614, the core network
director entity sends the first control messages with the policy
information of the first state to the core network client entity
using the first control channel. In response to receiving the
policy information, the core network client entity may imple-
ment one or more policies identified and/or indicated by the
policy information to the user session such that user data
associated with the user session is processed according to the
one or more policies. For example, implementing one or more
policies may include executing an application within the
RAN to process the user data. The operations then end.

FIG. 7 is a simplified high level format 700 of a commu-
nication packet for a control protocol according to an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. In a particular embodiment, a
GTP tunneling protocol is extended to implement a control
protocol between a RAN localized mobile data path and the
mobile packet core network. In a particular embodiment, the
control protocol is used to communicate between first core
network client component 118a and core network director
component 120. Various embodiments leverage the existing
GTP protocol for implementing the control channel between
mobile packet core and the RAN terminating entity. In the
particular embodiment of FIG. 7, the control channel is
implemented in-band per an existing GTP-U tunnel thus pro-
viding transparency in the existing networks with the same
level of security while avoiding an additional overlay net-
work. In traditional 3G and 4G macro cellular networks, a
mobile user’s data session is anchored on the mobile gateway
(GGSN/PGW) working as part of the mobile packet core.
Anchoring the mobile data session on the mobile gateway
entails that both control and data traffic flows between the
user and the gateway. A GTP-C protocol may be used to
exchange control traffic between user equipment and the
gateway while GTP-U protocol is used to send user data.

As previously discussed, a controlling entity in the mobile
packet core embodied in core network client director 120 may
be configured to send a set of policies during session setup as
well as dynamically when required by the client entity in the
RAN embodied by first core network client 118a. These
policies may convey the actions for first core network client
118a to take for the user’s data path and may include, for
example, applying a set of local services, delivering local
content and/or terminating the data path locally. The policies
may be sent per user’s data path using the control channel in
an efficient and secure manner without disrupting normal
network operations or topology.

In one or more embodiments, in order to selectively termi-
nate a data path locally under the control of the mobile packet
core requires that there is an effective and secure control
channel between the core network director entity in the packet
core and the core network client entity in the RAN. In a
particular embodiment, the control channel may meet several
requirements including that the policies are sent in real time
either at the beginning of the session when the data path is
established or while the data path is already active, the poli-
cies are sent per individual user data path so they map into a
GTP tunnel that is established from the RAN to the gateway,
and the policies are sent from the core network director entity
in the mobile packet core that is collocated with the GTP
terminating point on the gateway such that the core network
director entity in the packet core is collocated with the user’s
point of attachment on the GGSN or PGW

In some embodiments, it may be possible to send data from
the core network client entity to the core network director
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entity and this data may need to reach the core network
director entity first before being subject to by any other packet
core functions, the control channel should not be disruptive to
the existing network deployment and topology so that it does
not require configuring additions logical termination points
so that there is no need for additional IP addresses, and the
control channel should be secure and it should not be possible
that the control channel is used for other messages then the
ones defined on core network client entity and the core net-
work director entity.

Various embodiments provide that the control channel
between the core network director entity in the packet core
network and the core network client entity in the RAN lever-
ages an existing GTP-U protocol as well as a GTP tunnel that
is established between the UE/RAN and the point of attach-
ment in the gateway (GGSN/PDN GW). In one or more
embodiments, the core network client entity and the core
network director entity know both uplink and downlink
TEIDs of the GTP tunnel and therefore the packets exchanged
between the core network client entity and the core network
director entity will be part of GTP-U and they will use the
existing TEIDs for the given session. This allows the core
network client entity and the core network director entity to
receive these packets without the need to become new net-
work entities. Re-using existing TEIDs enables the packet to
be immediately associated with the correct session. The cli-
ent-director control packets may have a special marking of
Core Network ID (CN-ID) to distinguish them from the regu-
lar GTP-U packets. In other embodiments, client-director
control packets may be tagged with a special IP address.

Referring to FIG. 7, the simplified high level format 700
includes an IP field 702, a UDP field 704, a GTP HDR field
706, and a’T_PDU data portion 708. IP field 702 indicates that
the packet is an Internet Protocol (IP) packet. UDP field 704
indicates that the packet includes a User Datagram Protocol
(UDP). GTP HDR field 706 is a standard GTP-U header as
described in 3GPP TS 29.281. GTP HDR field 706 indicates
that this is a special client-director control packet. A standard
GTP mechanism such as Extension Header may be used for
this purpose. The T-PDU data portion 708 includes the data
portion of the GTP-U packet. For the client-director control
protocol described herein, the format of the T-PDU data por-
tion 708 is as follows: a CTRL-HDR field that indicates the
type of control data that follows and a Data field that contains
either Policy data or Uplink Data. Policy data is data sent from
the core network director entity to the core network client
entity in the downlink direction. The policy data specifies a
set of policies that instruct the core network client entity how
to handle flows for the particular session. The policies can be
specified for the whole flow or 5-tuple filters may be used. In
some embodiments, the Policy data can either piggy-back on
the existing downlink GTP-U packet or a new GTP-U packet
can be created by the core network director entity to send to
the core network client entity based upon dynamically
changed network conditions. In still other embodiments, the
Policy data may be sent through an established control chan-
nel. Uplink data is the data sent from the core network client
entity to the core network director entity in the uplink direc-
tion. The uplink data is destined for the core network director
entity first before it is subject to processing by any other
gateway functions. The uplink data may be sent spontane-
ously from the core network client entity to the core network
director entity in the uplink direction. The T-PDU data por-
tion 708 may further include an Internal Security Key that is
used between the core network client entity and core network
director to protect communication therebetween as very sen-
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sitive messages may be exchanged between the core network
client entity and the core network director entity which could
violate the core network.

These GTP-U packets may be originated either by the core
network client entity in the RAN or the core network director
entity in the packet core. The uplink packets may be specifi-
cally created when the core network client entity needs to
send Uplink Data. The downlink packets can either be spe-
cifically created for the sole purpose of sending the downlink
policies or can piggy-back on the downlink data.

FIG. 8 is an alternative simplified high level format 800 of
a communication packet for a control protocol according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure. High level format
800 includes an Outer IP field 802, an Outer UDP header field
804, a GTPHDR 806, and a T-PDU data portion 808. Outer [P
field 802 may include an IP address of a base station such as
an eNodeB or an IP address of the PGW. Outer UDP header
field 804 may include a port number for the GTP-U. The
T-PDU data portion 808 includes an Inner IP field 810, an
Inner UDP field 812 and a Client-Director Control PDU 814.
Inner IP header field 810 may include a source-uplink/desti-
nation-downlink IP address that is different from the mobile
device’s IP address. Inner UDP header field 812 may include
a port number not normally used in user data packets. The IP
addresses and UDP port numbers used for the T-PDU 908
may be chosen to be distinguishable from those to be found in
user data packets. For the client-director control protocol
described herein, the format of the control-PDU 814 field is as
follows: a CTRL-HDR field that indicates the type of control
data that follows and a Data field that contains either Policy
data or Uplink Data. The client-director control PDU 914
may further include an Internal Security Key that is used
between the core network client entity and core network
director to protect communication therebetween.

Various embodiments described herein provide for imple-
menting a client-director control channel by leveraging an
in-band GTP-U message and allowing the policies to be sent
in real time in an efficient and secure manner. By re-using
TEIDs of the existing GTP tunnel the packets get mapped
correctly into the right data session thus eliminating the need
for new identifiers. The communication is bi-directional thus
allowing both client and director to send data. In addition,
these procedures are not disruptive to the existing core net-
work topology as it does not require that the client and direc-
tor appear as new logical nodes in the network architecture
thus avoiding the overhead of introduction of new logical
nodes such as mutual discovery mechanisms, authentication
mechanisms, and new IP addresses.

It should be noted that in some embodiments, the client-
director control channel could be implemented as out-of-
band (over the top) protocol. In such embodiments, all clients
and the director appear as new, addressable logical entities in
the mobile network such that new IP addresses, configuration
and management may be required.

Note that in certain example implementations, the data
communication and routing functions outlined herein may be
implemented by logic encoded in one or more tangible media
(e.g., embedded logic provided in an application specific
integrated circuit [ ASIC], network processors, digital signal
processor [DSP] instructions, software [potentially inclusive
of'object code and source code] to be executed by a processor,
or other similar machine, etc.). In some of these instances, a
memory element (as shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3) can store
data used for the operations described herein. This includes
the memory element being able to store software, logic, code,
or processor instructions that are executed to carry out the
activities described in this Specification.
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A processor can execute any type of instructions associated
with the data to achieve the operations detailed herein in this
Specification. In one example, the processor (as shown in
FIG. 2 and FIG. 3) could transform an element or an article
(e.g., data) from one state or thing to another state or thing. In
another example, the data communication and routing activi-
ties outlined herein may be implemented with fixed logic or
programmable logic (e.g., software/computer instructions
executed by a processor) and the elements identified herein
could be some type of a programmable processor, program-
mable digital logic (e.g., a field programmable gate array
(FPGA), an erasable programmable read only memory
(EPROM), an electrically erasable programmable ROM (EE-
PROM)) or an ASIC that includes digital logic, software,
code, electronic instructions, or any suitable combination
thereof.

In one example implementation, base stations 104a-1045
and GGSN/PGW 108 may include software in order to
achieve the data communication functions outlined herein.
These devices may further keep information in any suitable
memory element (random access memory (RAM), ROM,
EPROM, EEPROM, ASIC, etc.), software, hardware, or in
any other suitable component, device, element, or object
where appropriate and based on particular needs. Any of the
memory items discussed herein (e.g., database, tables, trees,
queues, caches, etc.) should be construed as being encom-
passed within the broad term ‘memory element.” Similarly,
any of the potential processing elements, modules, and
machines described in this Specification should be construed
as being encompassed within the broad term ‘processor.’
Each of these elements can also include suitable interfaces for
receiving, transmitting, and/or otherwise communicating
data or information in a network environment.

Base stations 104a-1045 and GGSN/PGW 108 are net-
work elements configured to perform the activities disclosed
herein. As used herein in this Specification, the term ‘network
element’ may include any suitable hardware, software, com-
ponents, modules, interfaces, or objects operable to exchange
information in a network environment. Further, the term net-
work element as discussed herein encompasses (but is not
limited to) devices such as routers, switches, gateways,
bridges, loadbalancers, firewalls, inline service nodes, prox-
ies, clients, servers processors, modules, or any other suitable
device, component, element, proprietary device, network
appliance, or object operable to exchange information in a
network environment. This may be inclusive of appropriate
algorithms and communication protocols that allow for the
effective exchange of data or information.

Note that with the example provided above, as well as
numerous other examples provided herein, interaction may
be described in terms of two, three, or four network elements.
However, this has been done for purposes of clarity and
example only. In certain cases, it may be easier to describe
one or more of the functionalities of a given set of flows by
only referencing a limited number of network elements. It
should be appreciated that communication system 100 (and
its teachings) are readily scalable and can accommodate a
large number of components, as well as more complicated/
sophisticated arrangements and configurations. Accordingly,
the examples provided should not limit the scope or inhibit
the broad teachings of communication system 100 as poten-
tially applied to a myriad of other architectures.

It is also important to note that the steps in the preceding
flow diagrams illustrate only some of the possible scenarios
and patterns that may be executed by, or within, communica-
tion system 100. Some of these steps may be deleted or
removed where appropriate, or these steps may be modified
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or changed considerably without departing from the scope of
the present disclosure. In addition, a number of these opera-
tions may have been described as being executed concur-
rently with, or in parallel to, one or more additional opera-
tions. However, the timing of these operations may be altered
considerably. The preceding operational flows have been
offered for purposes of example and discussion. Substantial
flexibility is provided by communication system 100 in that
any suitable arrangements, chronologies, configurations, and
timing mechanisms may be provided without departing from
the teachings of the present disclosure.

Numerous other changes, substitutions, variations, alter-
ations, and modifications may be ascertained to one skilled in
the art and it is intended that the present disclosure encompass
all such changes, substitutions, variations, alterations, and
modifications as falling within the scope of the appended
claims. It is also imperative to note that the architecture out-
lined herein can be used in different types of network appli-
cations. The architecture of the present disclosure can readily
be used such environments, as the teachings of the present
disclosure are equally applicable to all such alternatives and
permutations.

In order to assist the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) and, additionally, any readers of any patent
issued on this application in interpreting the claims appended
hereto, Applicant wishes to note that the Applicant: (a) does
not intend any ofthe appended claims to invoke paragraph six
(6) of 35U.S.C. section 112 as it exists on the date of the filing
hereof unless the words “means for” or “step for” are specifi-
cally used in the particular claims; and (b) does not intend, by
any statement in the specification, to limit this disclosure in
any way that is not otherwise reflected in the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

sending, by a first entity associated with an access network,

a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session to a second entity associ-
ated with a core network;

establishing a first control channel with the second entity,

the first control channel associated with the session iden-
tifier, wherein the first control channel is an in-band
channel between the first entity and the second entity;
and

receiving policy information associated with the user ses-

sion from the second entity using the first control chan-
nel, the policy information indicative of one or more
policies to be applied in the access network to user data
associated with the user session, wherein the policy
information is included within a tunneling protocol
packet.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising implement-
ing the one or more policies indicated by the policy informa-
tion for user data associated with the user session.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein implementing the one or
more policies includes executing an application within the
access network to process the user data in accordance with the
one or more policies.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first control channel
uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and the
second entity.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the tunneling protocol is
a GPRS Tunneling Protocol user data (GTP-U) protocol.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the policy information is
included within a data portion of the tunneling protocol
packet.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein the tunneling protocol
packet is a GPRS Tunneling Protocol user data (GTP-U)
packet.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first entity is a client
entity and the second entity is a director entity.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the user session is
associated with a user equipment.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the first entity resides
within a base station.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the second entity
resides within a packet gateway.

12. One or more non-transitory tangible media that
includes code for execution and when executed by a processor
configured to perform operations comprising:

sending, by a first entity associated with an access network,

a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session to a second entity associ-
ated with a core network;

establishing a first control channel with the second entity,

the first control channel associated with the session iden-
tifier, wherein the first control channel is an in-band
channel between the first entity and the second entity;
and

receiving policy information associated with the user ses-

sion from the second entity using the first control chan-
nel, the policy information indicative of one or more
policies to be applied in the access network to user data
associated with the user session, wherein the policy
information is included within a tunneling protocol
packet.

13. The media of claim 12, wherein the operations further
include implementing the one or more policies indicated by
the policy information for user data associated with the user
session.

14. The media of claim 13, wherein implementing the one
or more policies includes executing an application within the
access network to process the user data in accordance with the
one or more policies.

15. The media of claim 12, wherein the first control channel
uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and the
second entity.

16. The media of claim 12, wherein the policy information
is included within a data portion of the tunneling protocol
packet.

17. The media of claim 12, wherein the first entity resides
within a base station.

18. The media of claim 12, wherein the second entity
resides within a packet gateway.

19. An apparatus, comprising:

a memory element configured to store data,

a processor configured to execute instructions associated

with the data, and
at least one module being configured to:
send, by a first entity associated with an access net-
work, a first request message including a session
identifier associated with a user session to a second
entity associated with a core network;
establish a first control channel with the second entity,
the first control channel associated with the session
identifier, wherein the first control channel is an
in-band channel between the first entity and the
second entity; and
receive policy information associated with the user
session from the second entity using the first con-
trol channel, the policy information indicative of
one or more policies to be applied in the access
network to user data associated with the user ses-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

24

sion, wherein the policy information is included
within a tunneling protocol packet.

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the at least one
module is further configured to implement the one or more
policies indicated by the policy information for user data
associated with the user session.

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein implementing the
one or more policies includes executing an application within
the access network to process the user data in accordance with
the one or more policies.

22. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the first control
channel uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and
the second entity.

23. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the policy informa-
tion is included within a data portion of the tunneling protocol
packet.

24. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the first entity
resides within a base station.

25. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the second entity
resides within a packet gateway.

26. A method, comprising:

receiving, by a first entity associated with a core network,

a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session from a second entity asso-
ciated with an access network;
establishing a first control channel with the second entity,
the first control channel associated with the session iden-
tifier, wherein the first control channel is an in-band
channel between the first entity and the second entity;

generating policy information associated with the user ses-
sion, the policy information indicative of one or more
policies to be applied in the access network to user data
associated with the user session; and

sending the policy information to the second entity using

the first control channel, wherein the policy information
is included within a tunneling protocol packet.

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising storing the
policy information as a first state of the second entity.

28. The method of claim 26, further comprising:

receiving a second request message including the session

identifier from a third entity associated with the access
network;

establishing a second control channel with the third entity,

the second control channel associated with the session
identifier; and

sending the policy information of the first state to the third

entity, wherein the third entity is configured to imple-
ment the one or more policies for the user session using
the policy information of the first state.

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the second control
channel is an out-of-band channel.

30. The method of claim 28, wherein implementing the one
or more policies includes executing an application within the
access network to process the user data in accordance with the
one or more policies.

31. The method of claim 26, wherein the first control chan-
nel uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and the
second entity.

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the tunneling protocol
is a GPRS Tunneling Protocol user data (GTP-U) protocol.

33. The method of claim 26, wherein the policy informa-
tion is included within a data portion of the tunneling protocol
packet.

34. The method of claim 26, wherein the tunneling protocol
packet is a GPRS Tunneling Protocol user data (GTP-U)
packet.
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35. The method of claim 26, wherein the first entity is a
client entity and the second entity is a director entity.

36. The method of claim 26, wherein the user session is
associated with a user equipment.

37. The method of claim 26, wherein the first entity resides
within a base station.

38. The method of claim 26, wherein the second entity
resides within a packet gateway.

39. One or more non-transitory tangible media that
includes code for execution and when executed by a processor
configured to perform operations comprising:

receiving, by a first entity associated with a core network,

a first request message including a session identifier
associated with a user session from a second entity asso-
ciated with an access network;
establishing a first control channel with the second entity,
the first control channel associated with the session iden-
tifier, wherein the first control channel is an in-band
channel between the first entity and the second entity;

generating policy information associated with the user ses-
sion, the policy information indicative of one or more
policies to be applied in the access network to user data
associated with the user session; and

sending the policy information to the second entity using

the first control channel, wherein the policy information
is included within a tunneling protocol packet.

40. The media of claim 39, wherein the operations further
comprise storing the policy information as a first state of the
second entity.

41. The media of claim 40, wherein the operations further
comprise:

receiving a second request message including the session

identifier from a third entity associated with the access
network;

establishing a second control channel with the third entity,

the second control channel associated with the session
identifier; and

sending the policy information of the first state to the third

entity, wherein the third entity is configured to imple-
ment the one or more policies for the user session using
the policy information of the first state.

42. The media of claim 39, wherein the first control channel
uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and the
second entity.

43. The media of claim 39, wherein the policy information
is included within a data portion of the tunneling protocol
packet.
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44. An apparatus, comprising:

a memory element configured to store data,

a processor configured to execute instructions associated

with the data, and
at least one module being configured to:
receive, by a first entity associated with a core net-
work, a first request message including a session
identifier associated with a user session from a
second entity associated with an access network;
establish a first control channel with the second entity,
the first control channel associated with the session
identifier, wherein the first control channel is an
in-band channel between the first entity and the
second entity;
generate policy information associated with the user
session, the policy information indicative of one or
more policies to be applied in the access network to
user data associated with the user session; and
send the policy information to the second entity using
the first control channel, wherein the policy infor-
mation is included within a tunneling protocol
packet.

45. The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the at least one
module is further configured to store the policy information as
a first state of the second entity.

46. The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the at least one
module is further configured to:

receive a second request message including the session

identifier from a third entity associated with the access
network;

establish a second control channel with the third entity, the

second control channel associated with the session iden-
tifier; and

send the policy information of the first state to the third

entity, wherein the third entity is configured to imple-
ment the one or more policies for the user session using
the policy information of the first state.

47. The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the first control
channel uses a tunneling protocol between the first entity and
the second entity.

48. The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the policy informa-
tion is included within a data portion of the tunneling protocol
packet.



